
Making a Difference 

Building an Equitable Future

The 19th Annual 

Friday, May 3rd, 2024
The Desmond Hotel, Malvern

LUNCHEON



Lunch is served!

Building an Equitable Future

12:00 pm - 2:00 pm 

Panel Discussion: The Power of We
in Building an Equitable Future.

A
G

E
N

D
A Registration Opens

Networking, Learning, and Fun!

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

Meet The Fund‘s grantee partners
and learn more about The Fund.

Visit the WSFS Cares Foundation
Building an Equitable Future Wall
to share how YOU want to build  
brighter future!

After lunch enjoy Sweet Support
provided by West Pharmaceuticals!

Kitchen Table Award ceremony,
honoring Daicy Cañas.



A SPECIAL THANK YOU

The Engagement Committee

We are so excited to celebrate our collective work
together at the 19th Annual Making A Difference
Luncheon. We are proud to feature incredible
community members who work tirelessly to improve
the lives of women, girls, and individuals with lived
female experiences.

Over the past 28 years, The Fund has donated almost
$4.5 million to over 95 organizations in Chester
County. These organizations provide critically needed
direct support and it is an honor to partner with them,
and highlight their work during this celebration. 

This event could not occur without the hard work of
many, for whom we are grateful. We appreciate your
ongoing support, and look forward to many more
incredible years together. 

Dear Friends,

Ingrid Tomlinson Yolanda George Turman Blake Emmanuel
Engagement

Committee Chair
Engagement Manager Interim Executive

Director

to

Dawn Pratt, Erin Rafter, 
Natalia Santiago-Vasquez, 

Harriet Mobley, and Gabrielle E.



Daicy’s journey from Guanajuato, Mexico, to Pennsylvania at the
age of 10 has been marked by resilience, compassion, and a
deep commitment to giving back. After graduating with a
bachelor’s degree in psychology from West Chester University,
Daicy felt a strong calling to support her community, having
experienced firsthand the challenges of navigating a new
country.

Driven by her passion for empowering young women, Daicy
joined YoungMoms, an organization dedicated to providing
support, resources, and skills to pregnant and parenting young
women in Kennett Square. Over the course of seven years, the
last four as Program Director, Daicy worked tirelessly to ensure
that every young mom received the assistance they needed to
overcome obstacles and build a better future for themselves and
their families.

Under Daicy’s leadership, YoungMoms flourished, becoming a
beacon of hope and opportunity for countless young women in
the community. Her dedication and commitment have
transformed the lives of many, inspiring them to pursue their
dreams and achieve their goals.

Daicy’s unwavering dedication to improve the lives of women
and girls in Chester County embodies the spirit of the Kitchen
Table Award. Her tireless efforts have made a lasting impact on
the lives of countless individuals, exemplifying the mission of
The Fund for Women and Girls.

KITCHEN TABLE
AWARD WINNER

Daicy Cañas



PANEL OF EXPERTS

Wendy J. McKeon
Executive Director
Mom’s House

Title title title
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit. Morbi non
tortor bibendum, fermentum lacus
nec, pharetra neque.

Our diverse panel of experts will delve into the intersection of
maternal and caregiver health, the care economy, and social
justice. Together, we’ll explore the challenges faced by women
and girls of all backgrounds and discuss innovative solutions to
create a more inclusive and supportive environment.

Arkell Lucas, CNM
Axia Women’s Health
Certified Nurse Midwife

Talonda Rogers,
MSN, RN
CEO/Founder
The 4th Trimester Mahmee

Carrie Stare
Board President
The LGBT Equality Alliance

The Power of We in Building an
Equitable Future



Grantee Partners

Core Grant Partners
The 4th Trimester MAHMEE

A Child’s Light
Alianzas de Phoenixville

The Bridge Academy and Community Center
The Crime Victims’ Center

Domestic Violence Center of Chester County
The Garage Community and Youth Center

LCH Health and Community Services
Maternal and Child Health Consortium

Mom’s House
North Star of Chester County

Parkesburg POINT
Phoenixville Free Clinic

Prepared to Thrive
Project Libertad

Safe Harbor of Chester County
YoungMoms

GAB Grant Partners Impact Grant Partners
Alianzas de Phoenixville

LCH Health and Community Services
Maternal and Child Health Consortium

Mom’s House
Planned Parenthood of SE PA

YoungMoms

The Alliance for Health Equity
Black Women of Chester County in
Action | #OurVoiceShouldBeHeard

Chester County Community
Collaborative

Cheyney University of Pennsylvania
New Voters



2023-24 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chasity Riddick, DrPH, CHES

Debbie Gawrylowicz
Christina Norland

Maxine Cuffe

Blake Emmanuel

Jocelyn Young

Barbara M. Jordan

Sandra Donahue
Sonal Gandhi
Christine Lowthert
Cheryl Miles
Marilyn Montross Sheils
Ashley Orr
Marisol Perez
Mitra Saffarian-Toosi
Ingrid Tomlinson
Roberta Torian

Treasurer

Secretary

Vice Chair

Board Co-Chairs

Honorary Chair

Interim 
Executive Director



GOLD

FRIEND

BRONZE

EVENT SPONSORS

ALLY

Anonymous Judi and Tim Bell

Nancy and Mike 
McLelland

AARP Pennsylvania Alice Bierer Benchmark Federal 
Credit Union

Franklin Templeton MacElree Harvey Mill Creek 
Capital Advisors

Poretta & Orr Rieker, Inc. Mary Lou Sterge

Team Toyota Glen Mills The Pearls of Distinction 
Foundation, Inc.

Brite Realty Services, Inc.

Countryside Consulting, Inc.

Pam Bryer Chester County 
Intermediate Unit

Debbie 
Gawrylowicz DARE | Dave’s Automotive

Repair Enterprises
Mitra Saffarian-Toosi The Haverford 

Trust Company







Congrats to The Fund on their 19th
annual ‘Making a Difference’

Luncheon, and to all of you who
make a difference. Though these

efforts make a noticeable impact on
our Chester County Community, we

are reminded by the Blueprint Report
that there is still much to be done.

  
Let us join together to find ways to
build a more equitable future in our

community! 

Judi & Tim Bell

























$3000 $1000

$50

Donate
Here:

$100

Supplies refreshments & materials
for a Core Grants Committee
Meeting.

$350

Supports a half-day workshop at a
youth-serving organization in Chester
County for our new Grantmaking in
Action youth program.

YOUR SUPPORT IS CRITICAL

WHAT IT TAKES TO
MAKE AN IMPACT
Building an Equitable Future

Provides a high school student with
the opportunity to access our year-
long GAB grantmaking program.

Supports a young person as they
deeply explore a research topic
in our CivicG+ program. 

Funds printing and distribution of
10 Blueprint Reports

$500

Funds one speed networking event
for CivicG+ and GAB.

www.thefundcc.org



Mission
The Fund leads and unites the community through philanthropy
and advocacy to ensure that women and girls have resources
and opportunities to thrive.

Vision
Women and girls have equality and security, making our
communities stronger and more vibrant for everyone. The Fund
is a vital partner and leader, convening individuals and
organizations with boldness, connectivity, and creativity around
a shared commitment to gender equity and the well-being and
self-determination of women and girls.

113 East Evans Street, Suite A, West Chester, PA 19380 
www.thefundcc.org


